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Irish show scraps BIS award
for the first time in 98 years

By Georgina Probert

FORTHE FIRST time in the club’s his-
tory, Cork Show Bird Society (SBS)
decided not to present any best-in-
show awards. Instead, it staged all
best-in-section awards on staging
for all visitors to view.

Cork SBS’s 98th annual show
was held at North Monastery Sec-
ondary School in Cork, Ireland, on
November 2-3, 2024, which proved
to be an excellent venue with
plenty of natural light for judging.

“The decision not to award best
in show was a club decision, which
was well received by exhibitors of
all different varieties of birds. The
show was successful due to the
commitment from members and
stewards who helped. The entries
were well up on 2023 and there was
an entry of 1,300 birds.
All sections were well
supported,”  explained
Tom O’Regan, Cork SBS
secretary.

“The show was sup-
ported very well by the
public on Saturday and
Sunday due to the
amount of work mem-
bers put into advertising
the show through social media, air-
waves and the local evening Echo,”
Mr O’Regan added.

At the show, former club presi-

~ 'ﬁl{{ﬁiiuu|||||||nuu
Lr\,‘ Bt
=

-]
For the first time, Cork Show Bird Society chose not to give any awards for best in
show and, instead, displayed all of the section winners together on the staging

dent and chairman John Dowling
was presented with an honorary
member award.

John first attended a club show

The decision not to award best in
show was a club decision, which was
well received by exhibitors of all

different varieties of birds
— Tom O’Regan, Cork Show Bird Society

secretary

back in 1968, exhibited as a junior
in 1969 and became a member of
the club in 1982. He has held many
positions on the club’s committee:

between 1985-1988 he was assistant
club treasurer, from 1989-1990 he
was appointed show manager and
later went on to do two tenures as
club chairman 1993-
1996 and 2003-2013.
His last appointment
in the club was presi-
dent from 2013-
2023.

Mr O’Regan con-
cluded: “Cork Show
Bird Society would
like to thank John
for all his hard work
during his many years in the club.”
@ For more information on Cork SBS,
visit: www.facebook.com and search for
“Corkshow Birdsociely”.
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Rosy starling (©
Shutterstock.com/
BigNazik). See story
on page 10 >>

Also in the news...

EASTERN THRUSH SIGHTINGS

AN EYEBROWED THRUSH (Turdus obscurus) caused an internet sensation
when it was spotted in Northumberland at the beginning of November
2024. This species breeds in Siberia, Mongolia and Japan, and winters in
China and South East Asia; it has only been identified a couple of dozen times
in the UK. At the end of November, watchers on North Ronaldsay (Orkney) also
sighted an eyebrowed thrush. It's unknown whether it was the same bird.

Medieval raptors survived
on human food scraps |

Birds of prey living in medieval times, such as buzzards, fed mainly on food scraps
from humans, possibly owing to a lack of rabbits to feed on, finds new research

RESEARCHERS HAVE DISCOVERED
that birds of prey in medieval
Britain relied far more heavily on
scavenging human scraps than
previously believed.

A team from the University of
Reading analysed more than 30
ancient bird skeletons — 11 red
kite, 18 common buzzard and
three white-tailed eagle — that
lived near towns like Oxford,
Winchester and London up to
4,000 years ago. By looking at the
chemical signatures in the bones
they found that the birds were
feeding extensively on scraps,
rather than hunting live prey.

Juliette ~ Waterman,  lead

researcher at the University of
Reading, said: “Historical records
show medieval red kites stole food
from markets and snatched mor-
sels from people’s hands. Some
kites showed evidence of eating
entirely human-sourced food - a
diet very different from modern
birds, which mainly hunt rabbits
and small mammals.”

The absence of rabbits in Brit-
ain before medieval times likely
pushed birds of prey to find alter-
native food in human settlements,
where waste was abundant.

The research was published in
the Journal of Archaeological Sci-
ence.

QUOTE
of the WWEEK

“The Golden Era of the BS
with regard to membership
peaked in 1955 when there
were 21,000 members.”

Budgerigar
Society’s
Standard

— Ghalib Al-Nasser plots the extraordinary — and ongoing — story of

the Budgerigar Society. See page

11.

BALD EAGLE IS UNCLE SAM’S OFFICIAL CHOICE
WHILE IT HAS long been an emblem for the USA, the bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus) has officially become the country’s national bird. On December
24, 2024, outgoing President Joe Biden signed a law bestowing the honour.
Jack Davis of the National Bird Initiative for the National Eagle Center said:
“For nearly 250 years, we called the bald eagle the national bird when it
wasn’t. But now the title is official, and no bird is more deserving.”
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EXPERTS FROM VINE House Farm
have created a list of the best places
in the UK to see starling murmura-
tions this winter.

While the population of starlings
has fallen rapidly since the 1980s,
with a 54 per cent decrease in the

Where to see starling murmurations

ENGLAND
M Shapwick Heath, Somerset
M Brighton Pier, Sussex

M Minsmere, Suffolk (RSPB reserve)

M Blackpool North Pier

WALES
M Aberystwyth Royal Pier, Ceredigion

SCOTLAND

just east of the M6 services)

NORTHERN IRELAND
M Albert Bridge, River Lagan, Belfast

M Leighton Moss, Lancashire (RSPB reserve)
M Fen Drayton, Cambridgeshire (RSPB reserve)

M Blockholes, near Preston, Lancashire (Lancashire Wildlife Trust nature reserve)

M Gretna Green, Dumfries & Galloway (the actual roost site varies but is usually

M RSPB Mersehead, Solway Coast, Dumfries and Galloway

breeding population from 1995 to
2022, large flocks can still be seen in
our skies.

Lucy Taylor, a bird expert from
Vine House Farm, which is carrying
out conservation work to reverse the
sharp decline in starling numbers,
said: “The peak months are Decem-
ber and January, as by this time the

flocks will have reached maximum
numbers as more starlings arrive
from mainland Europe — especially if
the winter there is exceptionally
cold. For the time of day, the murmu-
ration will usually start as the light
fades and dusk sets in, with the star-
lings finally settling in their roost just
before it gets dark. So be sure to
arrive at one of the murmuration
sites in good time to watch.”
Murmurations take place because
they offer safety from predators such
as peregrine falcon and sparrow-

The UK population of stai
by birds from Europe in winter

A spectacle of starlings, known as a murmuration. Starlings roost together in
significant numbers each night during the cold winter months for warmth. The
location of the roost, such as a reed bed or large architectural structure like a seaside
pier, will also provide a degree of protection from mammal predators

hawk, which would both find it hard
to single out one bird in the unified
swirling mass.

Ms Taylor continued: “Just a final
word of caution if you're intending
to make a long journey to watch a
starling murmuration: the birds
don’t always perform each night!
Sometimes the starlings will arrive
back at the roost site in smaller

groups and just quickly settle, with
the reasons for this not fully under-
stood — though it seems very likely
that weather conditions are a factor.
So our suggestion would be to aim
for a relatively cold, calm and still
day, and avoid days which are milder,
wet, windy and with low cloud cover.”
@ For more information on Vine House
Farm, visit: www.vinehousefarm.co.uk

A HUMBOLDT PENGUIN (Spheniscus
humboldti) that developed a limp
and struggled to feed has been
given special care to allow her to
survive.

The juvenile penguin, named
Flop, is a resident at Dudley Zoo in

L
SRR gt
Flop using her hand-made ‘baby
bouncer’ that enabled her to stand
upright while feeding

the West Midlands.

Flop hatched in April 2024, how-
ever a few weeks later her mother
died and her father started to leave
the nest for long periods of time.
The zoo’s bird team was forced to
step in and start rearing her along-
side four other chicks already in
their care.

A spokesperson for Dudley Zoo
explained: “Flop continued to
thrive for some weeks, but shortly
after moving to our juvenile isola-
tion area to continue her develop-
ment, she developed a limp.”

A vet confirmed that Flop had
an infection and despite being on
medication “within a matter of
days, her appetite was decreasing
and she became withdrawn and
her survival and any possible qual-
ity of life was looking bleak. But our
bird team were determined she
wasn’t going to lose the fight and
got their thinking caps on!”

After trialling different feeding
techniques, staff came up with the
equivalent of a baby bouncer,
which they handmade for her. This
helped her to stand upright and
took the pressure off her internal
organs to aid her digestion. They
also constructed a unique “tread-
mill” and adapted a baby walker for

Help from across the pond: Dudley Zoo
keepers came across a similar case
online with a bird at Toronto Zoo in
Canada and reached out to them for
advice. Within 24 hours they received a
reply with a host of useful information
that was used to rehabilitate Flop

her. Following advice from an ani-
mal physiotherapist, Flop had dif-
ferent exercises to gradually build
her strength.

A few weeks later, Flop was able
to spend her first whole day in the
isolation area with the other juve-
niles, where she currently remains
before they all make a gradual
return to the main colony,

+* T

“Thanks to her determination
and the dedication of our bird
keepers, Flop, our very special pen-
guin has found her waddle and we
can’t\wait to watch how she adapts

Flop will always be smaller and rghterr than the rest of the Humboldt penguins at
Dudley Zoo and the slight hunch in her back will never completely disappear

B -

to any challenges that come her
way in the future,” added the zoo
spokesperson.

@ For more on Dudley Zoo, visit: www.
dudleyzoo.org.uk
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New home for extinct-in-the-wild doves

By Georgina Probert

Z00S & BIRD PARKS

LONDON 200 HAS welcomed three
Socorro doves (Zenaida graysoni),
as part of a captive breeding pro-
ject to reintroduce the
species to its native
island home of Socorro
in Mexico.

The new arrivals,
which moved from Por-
tugal’s Lagos Zoo at the
end of 2024, join six
doves already at London
Zoo and will form criti-
cal breeding pairs for
the reintroduction of the species,
which has been classified as extinct

in the wild since 1972.

Two other Socorro doves will
also be moving to Chester Zoo to
join its breeding programme.

Gary Ward, London Zoo’s cura-
tor of birds, said: “Welcoming
three new Socorro doves to Lon-

Welcoming three new Socorro doves
to London Zoo is an exciting step in
our mission to bring this species back
from the brink of extinction
- Gary Ward, London Zoo’s curator of birds  ject,aninternational

don Zoo is an exciting step in our
mission to bring this species back

The last wild Socorro dove was seen in 1971. Like many island
species, its ground-dwelling nature and lack of fear of

predators made it especially vulnerable when domestic cats

were introduced to Socorro in the 1950s

APPY NEW YEAR to
all Cage & Aviary Birds
readers. The Budgerigar
Society (BS) centenary
year is now very much
with us, and what a memorable
year ahead it is certain to be.

This is a perfect time to reflect on
the wonderful history of the BS, while
also looking to the future. What
legacy should the present-day
membership carve for the hobby in
the UK and around the world for the
next 50 years? In addition, what
changes can we make today that will
make an immediate difference and
benefit those inside the fancy now?

The first meeting at which the BS
was officially formed took place on
February 6, 1925. To fittingly mark

from the brink of extinction. Fol-
lowing their trip from Portugal,
the birds all spent a short time in
quarantine, now that’s complete,
they have been introduced to their
future mates. We're hopeful that
these new pairings will help boost
the global popula-
tion of this Extinct-
in-the-Wild species.”

The
these doves repre-
sents an important
milestone for the
Socorro Dove Pro-

initiative working to

reintroduce the spe-
cies to Mexico’s Socorro Island by
2030.

New arrivals: lhe Socorro doves trom Lagos Zoo in Portugal

will join six other doves at London Zoo’s Blackburn Pavilion

this date, the present BS General
Council (GC) will be meeting on that
evening, exactly 100 years later. This
will be our February GC online
meeting and each of us is looking

Geoff did more for the hobby than
he perhaps knew. Even as a boy,
whenever | bravely, but proudly,
explained that | was a budgerigar
fancier to friends and new

arrival  of

The Socorro dove, whlch was endemlc to a tiny island off the coast of Mexmo,
currently exists only in human care. London Zoo, along with partners around the
world, is on a mission to restore the species back into the wild 4 0

Adrian Walls, team leader for
tropical birds at London Zoo, said,
“Once they’d finished their quar-
antine and we brought the three
new doves into the Blackburn Pavil-
ion, we were sure to give them some
time to settle into their new home,
as well as some of their favourite
foods — a mixture of seeds, pellet
and fruit.

“For us, the next step is intro-
ducing them each, one by one, to
their potential mates in separate
flying areas of the Pavilion, to let

BUDGERIGAR BULLETIN

Being able to throw in that James
Hunt had also been a big-time
fancier, helped equally, particularly
with those of my own age. Not that |
have ever really cared what anyone

forward to being able has thought of my hobby — |
to toast this m - = = have the bug and if they
significant day. The fIrSt meetlng at WhICh can't see just how brilliant
M | was fortunate the Bs was OfflCla"y formed past time this is, then more
enough to be offered fool them.
teopporuniyto - 100K place on February 6, 1925 1managed tosee and
purchase one-third of chat with Geoff Capes at a

the Geoff Capes stud, shortly after
his death at the back end of 2024.
This third equated to 18 birds each,
but more importantly, | was able to
visit the birdroom of the great man.
This was something that | had not
been able to do during his lifetime
and is a great personal regret.

acquaintances, the usual eyebrow
raise would occur, followed by the
words: “You do what?” But there
always seemed to be someone in the
room who was aware that Geoff
Capes was big into show budgerigars
and this was always a credence
reviver!

few budgie shows he was either
judging at or exhibiting in, and it was
always a complete thrill for me. The
man was a real national treasure and
inspired so many of my generation
and of his own. He will be missed,
but never forgotten.

I have begun to pair up the Capes

them get to know each other. Once
our job as matchmaker is done, the
Socorro doves will live as pairs and
we will hopefully be one step closer
to seeing some precious Socorro
dove chicks this year.”

Ahead of the planned 2030
reintroduction efforts, major habi-
tat restoration work is already
underway on Socorro Island,
which was declared a biosphere
reserve in 1994.

@ Formore on London Zoo, visit: wwuw.

londonzoo.org.
9

birds | now have. They are, | can
report, proving to be supremely
fertile. | already have several
decent-looking progeny. Even better,
I have some late 2024-ringed Capes
stock, which are presently moulting
out and look likely to be better than
the adults | acquired. So, | look
forward to pairing them up in due
course. These include a couple of
golden-faced violets.

Jon Ashby is the publicity officer of
the Budgerigar Society UK.

Concludes on page 6

® Jon Ashby’s Budgerigar Bulletin
will return on February 19
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BEDDING -

GOLD CHIP ORIGINAL 12KG £21.50
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