International Fife Fancy Club of America
Show Information

October 2022

With two shows this year….

Much REMAINS THE SAME!

IFFCA is supporting TWO shows this year, as listed below. For those familiar with
our shows in the past, there will be many things remaining the same. The Division
organization of sections and classes remain the same. The Standard Scale of Points and
Caging Requirements continue to be the same. Awards given by IFFCA will be the same
for both the Tulsa and Nashville shows. Most obviously: the dates are the same!
Out of necessity, there will be some changes; details inside.

National Championship Show
(American Federation of Ornithology)

November 10-12, 2022
Millennium Maxwell House
2025 Rosa L Parks Blvd
Nashville, TN 37228
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National Bird Show
(National Cage Bird Show)

November 10-12, 2022
Double Tree Hilton
616 W. 7th
Tulsa, OK 74127

Hotel reservations:
Link in this Facebook post: HERE.
+1 615-259-4343

Hotel reservations:
Link in this Facebook post: HERE.
+1 918-587-8000

Type Judge: Jeremy Faria
Show Manager: Anthony Celano
(917) 743-6778

Division Judge: Luis Belchior
Show Manager: Judith Miniter
(301) 667-9354

For Your Information:
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Locations w/ contact info ... cover
Where to buy Leg Bands …. page 2
Watch for Details of Annual General
Meeting ……………………. page 2
Legislative News ………….. page 2
Words from a Judge ……... page 3
List of USA Shows with Fife Divisions
……………………………… page 4-5
Showing or Not Showing:
Running Out Your Birds …. page 6

Member Faces at Past Shows Video on YouTu be!

Some Things Will Be DIFFERENT!
Where Will I Get My 2023 Leg Bands?
Many IFFCA members have been renewing their club membership and picking up
leg bands for the next breeding season at the National Bird Show. This year will be
different!!! This year is unique, with club members working at two shows at two
locations.
The Treasurer/Membership/Band Registrar will be in attendance at the Nashville
show. She will be accepting memberships and will have bands for purchase during the
show at that location.
New and renewing members NOT attending the Nashville show will be required to
mail their 2023 Membership applications and leg band orders, with full payment. The
bands will be promptly delivered by mail. Please note and allow time for mail delivery to
and from the Treasurer. A membership application and band order form may be found on
our website. Please contact Susan Bergel with any questions.

There WILL be an Annual General Meeting!
The IFFCA Board is planing an annual general meeting. Discussion is continuing on
date and method of the meeting. There have been several options mentioned. The Board
has been meeting via Free Conference Call. Suggestions have been made for a conference
call with both show locations joining, during the show. Other possibilities include a
conference call at a later date or ballots by mail. The Board will make an announcement
prior to the shows’ date.
Visit our website to view PDF files of:
– this booklet with hotlinks
– Standard and Scale of Points
– IFFCA Fife Division and Classifications
– List of 2022 USA Bird Shows
(includes link to list of Canadian Shows)

Do not hesitate to post a question on our Facebook group,
or CONTACT US by the contact form on the front page of our website.

InternationalFifeFancyClubofAmerica.com

Legislative News
IFFCA members have been watching several versions of a bill that originally
included provisions for regulating ownership and limiting movement of non-native species.
In August, the final bill became law as the US CHIPS and Science Act.
As far as I have found, there is NO MENTION of the original concerning sections!
For More Information:
• View this post on our Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2405918049536277/posts/5198724916922229/
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Words From A Judge – Excerpts from An Interview with Joe Sousa
--- IFFCA President and 2021 National Fife Division Judge

When asked to share his advice on "preparing our birds for show", Joe hesitated:
"Everyone is different." he said. For his birds, he counts good nutrition as a basic
necessity, including a vitamin supplement. Baths are important, as well as hands-on
observation which may include trimming tails and washing feet.
"Do quarantine when you bring your birds home; it is the right thing to do. I've had
a situation at a show where you see something you don't want in your birds, so I
quarantine returning birds outside the bird room until I can treat for mites and lice. The
droppings of a bird will tell you a lot. They should be firm with a white cap. And the
bird should look and act healthy." He cautions an ill-appearing bird may simply be
stressed by travel or some other part of being at a show, and in reality is fine.
The big question for Joe was what he looks for in a Fife canary as a judge. His
response was a show-ready bird. "In order for me to judge that bird, I need to move the
cage; I need to look at him from the top. If I need to handle the bird to give a 1/2 point,
I won't give that 1/2 point, because he isn't prepared for show. Sometimes a good bird
may not win because it just is not in show condition that day." When he can study a
bird easily, it may mean the difference between 1st place or 3rd place.
How does Joe show train his birds? He hangs a show cage on the front of breeding
cages and leaves them there until the show cage becomes like a part of their cage to the
youngsters. "I will take the show cage away from the flight and set it on a table. The
first time, it may be a minute or two, then I put it back on the flight. If they are getting
stressed, I'll hang it back. You'll see the second time, they are more comfortable. Later,
I'll set the cage on the floor or hang from the ceiling."
Joe encourages people to watch and learn at shows. "There is nothing wrong with
asking a question." He often makes comments while judging. For example, a bird that
has a misshaped tail, may be the result of a lost tail feather, because the new feather
has obviously grown in longer.
Asked if he preferred exhibiting or judging, he said he was "definitely an exhibitor. I
love going to the shows, because I like to compete -- that's how I improve my birds. I
take my best and put it up to compare with others' best. If I am going to support a club,
I will try to take as many birds as I can -- to increase their entry numbers. Of course, it
may improve your chances of winning to put many birds in, if they are quality birds."
Full interview may be found on the IFFCA Facebook group.
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2022 Shows
(not a complete list, but these include Fife Fancy classes)

October 1
New York Colorbred Canary Club
Martin Luther School Maspeth, New York
Type Judge: Mr. Paolo Soban
facebook.com/New-York-Colorbred-Canary-Club-1917294055249067
October 8
Canary and Finch Society of Texas
Holiday Inn Houston-Intercontinental Airport, Houston, Texas
Type Judge: Jim Pickel
canaryandfinchsociety.com
October 14 and 15
Society of Canary and Finch Breeders of Michigan
Livonia Elks Lodge, Livonia, MI
Type Judge: Mac Saedi
scfbmichigan.com
October 15
Maryland All Canary Club
Holiday Inn Timonium, MD
Type Judge: Daniel Maldonado
md-allcanaryclub.webador.com
October 15
Association of Pan-American Canary Culturists
1800 Summit Avenue, Union City NJ
Type Judge: Regina McCarthy
Oct 29
Columbia Canary Club
Oregon State Fairgrounds, Salem OR
Type Judge: Charles Long
www.columbiacanaryclub.org
Oct 29
Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers Association 69th Annual Show
Mayborn Convention Center, Temple, Texas
texasbirdbreeders.org
November 5
S.E.M.C.C. Southeastern Massachusetts Canary Club
The Liberal Club, Fall River, MA
Fife Judge: Charlie Gardner
semasscanaryclub.org

continued…..

2022 Shows, continued…..
November 11-13
National Bird Show
Doubletree/Hilton - Downtown Tulsa/Cox Convention Center, Tulsa, OK
Fife Judge: Luis Belchoir
IFFCA Show Manager: Judith Miniter (301) 667-9354
internationalfifefancyclubofamerica.com
November 11-13
AFO National Championship
Millennium Maxwell House, Nashville, TN
Type Judge: Jeremy Feria
IFFCA Show Manager: Anthony Celano (917) 743-6778
internationalfifefancyclubofamerica.com
November 26
Garden State Bird Association
600 Grove Street, Elizabeth, NJ
Type Judge: Luis Vilas Boas
facebook.com/GardenStateBirdAssociation
December 2-3
Florida Canary Fanciers Type and Colorbred Canary Show
& UIFCS 1st National
(seminars and Q & A sessions with judges following)
The Wesly Center Clermont, FL
Type Judge: Matt Eld
floridacanaryfanciers.club
December 3
ACFA American Canary Fanciers Association
Trinity Reformer Church, El Monte, CA
Type Judge: Charles Long
Show Manager: Mary Anne Buckles (562) 532-4810
acfa-canaryclub.com

Canadian Bird Shows
The following page has a great list of Canadian Bird Shows.
Please read show details and contact information on the website.

2022 Show Calendar by The Avicultural Advancement Council of Canada
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‘FROM THE BIRDROOM’

with Steve Dominey

Running out your Fifes

slowly lift the cage away from the stock
cage and place a single bird onto the
training or judging bench in the bird
room. The bird is only left for a couple of
minutes or so before being allowed
access back into its stock cage.
Once the birds become familiar with
entering the show cage, it is no longer
left hanging on the stock cage. Instead,
at least a couple of times a day, they are
“run out” and accessed on the
training bench.
I like to see a Fife with free
movement from perch to perch
and a gentle hand movement is
generally all the
encouragement that is
required. There is no need for
any type of a judging stick or
scraping of the show-cage bars,
just the encouragement of a slow
hand movement.
At this stage it is very important for
the young bird to gain confidence. By
lifting the show cage off the bench,
combined with the offering of the hand
movement, the young Fife soon responds
and shows itself as you would like it to in
front of a judge.
At this young age that is really all that
is required. As they grow, I will then run a
few birds out into the show cages and

leave them out a little longer. You can
use solid slides placed between the
show cages, when they are placed on
your judging bench, to encourage the
birds to show themselves, or a short
length of string coated with honey tied to
the top of the show cage. I am sure not
all Fife breeders do this, but it certainly

June 17 2020 • Cage & Aviary Birds

Steve Dominey is a member of the
Yorkie Supreme partnership and an
experienced breeder of Fife canaries.

From the moment the youngsters
leave the nest, you should be
assessing their show qualities and
then again throughout the training
process. This will build a good idea of
the overall quality of your young stock
and also give you opportunity to
change pairings in a later round
should you wish to.
As I write we are still unsure if the
show season will even take place this
year due to the problems that the
virus is giving us all. But I still think it
is important to train our young birds,
shows or no shows. It makes it
pleasing to see the birds show
themselves at their best even if it is in
our own birdroom.

Think bench potential

and the break in the neck, together
with a better definition of neck in my
birds and believe that I have some
good results.
I also set out to breed an increase
in clearer birds this year and although
I have achieved that with clear and 10
per cent marked birds, I have also
bred some useful greens, cinnamons
and white variegated birds.

Let’s get going: young Fifes placed in all-wire stock cages for
training. Note the solid slides between the show cages. Inset:
Steve assesses a young Fife cock in the show cage All photos: Steve Dominey

helps them to catch the judge’s eye.
This training continues until the bird
enters the moult. When the moult is
completed, the process starts again, but
the bird is now left in the show cage for
up to the legal limit of one hour each day.
Initially I place condition seed into the
show-cage drinker to get them used to
placing their head through to reach the
food. This is of course is
replaced with water soon
afterwards, so that they
are prepared for drinking
when they are at a show.
In warm weather, I
prefer to train my birds during the early
morning and in the evenings. When the
temperature is high the birds will draw
and lose all of their shape and qualities,
so it is best to view your young birds in
the cooler parts of the day.
I always state that a suitable training
bench is an essential item within the
birdroom. It can be a simple shelf or a
stand-alone judging trestle. Whatever
design it may be, it is very useful to have
one in the room to display your show
birds for training.
Even in the early stages it is
pleasing to see “daylight” between the
perch and the body of a Fife and this is
generally the case with the betterpositioned birds. This year I have
attempted to improve on the position

It is important to train our
young birds, shows or no shows

few and not the many, so further
youngsters are still being produced.
Throughout all of these ups and
downs, the good number of first-round
young Fifes provided plenty of work in
respect to early show-cage training. I
always consider it very
important to begin
training as soon as
possible so that the young
Fifes become accustomed
to the show cage.
My preference is to wean youngsters
in small groups of four or five in a single
cage. Once they have been seen to be
eating well for a couple of days, I then
hook a show cage on to their stock cage,
allowing them free access in and out of
the show cage.
After another couple of days I will

Shows or no shows this season, train your exhibition birds!

I
HAVE previously mentioned the
excellent start that my Fife
canaries had made this year and
the slow progress that the
Yorkshires had made.
Into late May and there had been
very little change in the behaviour of
the Yorkshires, which is a concerning
situation.
The Fifes, notwithstanding, have
continued to reproduce with a few adult
birds moved on to a couple of novice
breeders to lessen the workload in the
room, while giving them both time to
produce birds from them this year.
As feared, the second round has not
been without an increase in problems
compared to the first. Hens leaving
eggs and hens that cease to feed their
young, fortunately, were isolated to the

Four of Steve’s 2020 Fifes get used to the show cage

The hoopit canary: Part 2
often decorated with inlaid wood
patterns to enhance the effect.

‘Clean jackets’ matter

Continues on next page

good wash in skilled hands does not hurt
a Scots Fancy, but on the contrary, rather
improves it; but l would advise its being
done as little as possible, as Scots are
not so easy to wash as Norwich, it being
much slimmer in build.”

Lovingly inlaid: traditional Scotch fancy show cages at South Bucks CBA in 2017

after that ‘Mr Scots Fancy’ had to
undergo his tubbing whenever he
required it, for unless birds in England
are staged in a spotless condition they do
not have the shadow of a chance of
winning.
“I am perfectly satisfied, and have
been for a good number of years, that a

4c7dbe1e-5dcf-46b4-b04b-059a9e4661ad

The ornate cages tend to show the pride
of ownership of the birds. You do not
show birds in dirty cages nor do you
show unclean birds – if you do, it shows
that you cannot be expecting to do well
on the show bench. This was brought
home to me when I was reading Scots
Fancy and Belgian Canaries (1903), by
John Robson, in which he wrote:
“Whoever would have thought of
washing a Scots Fancy years ago in
Scotland? The judges went for points of
the bird, not for its feathers; but in
England the birds had to have clean
jackets. I well remember when l first
came to London l sent my birds in the
same form l have been used to – that

was, unwashed – to the National Show
in London. At home, they looked in good
condition, until I got to the show on the
opening day and saw them amongst the
washed ones.
“Of course they, through this great
breach of show rules, had to take a back
seat, and quite right too, for a good clean
bird certainly looks better than a good
dirty one. I know I was ashamed of them
myself, and would have treated the
officials of that show well if they would
only have allowed me to take my birds
home. But no, I could not get this favour,
as they were only soiled, so they had to
remain the whole of the show, and every
time l looked at them they seemed to get
dirtier, or I imagined they did.
“It is needless to say no more birds
left my room dirty. It was the first and last
time l was ashamed of them; always

JAY BUNKER concludes his assessment of the ‘hoopit’ (hooped) Scotch fancy, the ‘bird o’ circle’
which, controversially, became better presented in England than at its native Scottish shows
CANARIES

I
T IS to the breeder’s advantage to
take the time to train the Scotch or
Scots so that they get use to the
show cages. It goes without saying
that you should do so with any birds
being brought to a show, but in some
cases that seems as uncommon as
common sense. Some canaries can be
somewhat flighty if the time is not taken
to train them for the shows. I have found
Glosters and Norwich to be the
exception, since they seem to be laid
back and reserved in their nature.
The cage for the Scotch fancy is
similar to the Border cage in shape but
is a little bit bigger. In Canada, the
Border cage is accepted and used as the
alternative show cage. The cages in the
UK are made of mahogany, which is

Photo: Laura Welch for Cage & Aviary Birds

